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tho third with Sir William Fitz-William, Lord Byron
laid claim to a drop of Sidney blood. Tho fourth,
who WUB tho wife of Thomas Ratclifib, Eai-1 of Sussex,
dying childless, founded Sidney Sussex College at
Cambridge. With tho only son, Sir Henry Sidney
(1), inuO-Hi)), we shall have much to do in tho present
biography. It I'H enough now to mention that Homy
VIII. chose him for bedfellow and companion to his only
Hon. "I wan, by that most famous king," ho writes,
u pub to his Hwoot Bon, Prince Edward, my most dear
master, prince, and sovereign; my near kinswoman being
his only nurse, my father being Ida chamberlain, my
mother IUH governess, my aunt in such place aw among
moaner personages is called a dry imrso; for, from tho
time ho loft sucking, she continually lay in bod with
him, so long as ho remained in women's government.
AH tho prince grew in years and discretion so grew I in
favour and liking of him," A portion of Hollingshed's
Ohroniclo, contributed by Edward Molinoux, long time
Hir Henry Sidney's secretary, confirms this statement,
"This right famous, renowned, worthy, virtuous, and
horoical knight, by father and mother very nobly do-
stumded, was from his infancy bred and brought up in
tho prince's court and in nearness to his person, uBed
familiarly even as a companion," Nothing but Edward
Vi.'s untimely death prevented Sir Henry Sidney from
rising to high dignity and power in the realm. It was
in his arms that the king oxpirod in lfif>3 at Greenwich.
One year before this event Sir Homy had married the
Lady Mary Dudley, daughter of Edmund, Viscount Do
TIslo and Duke of Northumberland. Tho Dudleys were
themselves of noble extraction, though ono of theirge ofintonating porionago,
